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A RAFT OF SCHEMES

Nagin faces
uphill court
battle, slew
of withesses

BY GORDON RUSSELL

89th year, No. 211 75¢

St. Tammany

Inspector
general
panel to
discuss
options

The federal indictment lays out five different schemes in which Ray Nagin
allegedly traded his influence in exchange for money, gifts or other favors,
many of which went to the Nagin family firm, Stone Age. Here is a summary:

@ Funnelled $50,000 to Stone Age in
2008 through intermediary, Michael
McGrath

® Provided two truckloads of free granite

® Paid Nagin nine “kickbacks” of
$12,500 apiece, totaling $112,500,
after Nagin left office

® Underwrote Nagin family
trips to Hawaii and
Jamaica

® Hosted Nagin campaign
event in Chicago and
provided direct and
“concealed” donations
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This week, he becomes a mem-
ber of a larger, but still exclusive,
club: allegedly crooked politi-
cians who decide to test the fed-
eral government by going to trial.

Beating the rap will be a tall or-
der for Nagin, legal analysts say,
noting the breadth of the govern-
ment’s case: A 25-page indictment
lists 21 charges, including a con-
spiracy involving S9 “overt acts.”
The dry recitations contained in
the indictment will be fleshed out
at trial by testimony from a slew
of cooperating witnesses — con-
victed and otherwise — who have
agreed to take the stand against
the former mayor.

To have a chance at acquittal,
most observers say, Nagin will
almost certainly have to testify
in his own defense.

“I’ve never in 50 years of do-
ing this won a case where my
client didn’t take the stand,” said
veteran defense attorney Julian
Murray. “I know the judge tells
the jury not to hold it against the
defendant if they don’t, but the

4 jury wants to hear them give
their side of the story.”
\ That’s especially true when the
parade of witnesses and evidence
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bers of a task force investigat-
ing the feasibility of creating an
inspector general’s office for St.
Tammany Parish have hashed out
issues in meetings, listened to ex-
perts and even taken field trips in
an effort to fulfill their legislative
mandate.

The 23-member panel will meet
Monday to discuss the pros and
cons of three alternatives ahead a
of a February vote on what to re- :
port to the Legislature by March
1 — the culmination of its work.

However, some members point
to another vote, taken earlier
this month, as the real moment
of truth for the task force. Ron
Guth, Pear] River’s town attorney
and its representative on the pan-
el, pushed to add a fourth option
to those being considered by the

©® Signed executive order
exempting tech
contracts from city
bidding rules

©® Allowed St. Pierre and
his companies to
essentially run City Hall
tech operation on a
no-bid basis for years

Home Solutions of America

©® Pledged “support for Fradella’s
business interests with the city”
at meeting with HSOA investors

® Met with Fradella numerous times
to discuss redevelopment of
Market Street Power Plant

©® Awarded at least
22 no-bid city
contracts, worth
millions, to
Williams’ firm,
Three Fold
Consultants

® Transferred
allegedly bogus
4.5 percent
interest in Stone
Age to Williams

® Offered help in
quashing proposed
“community
benefits agreement”
between the retailer
and neighbors of
new Central City
store

® Approved ordinance
selling nearby
streets to Home
Depot

Agreed to
waive penalties
of at least
$34,464 owed
to the city by
Solomon and
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Paid for
private
plane,
limousine
service to
take Nagin

Paid Nagin
and his
sons bribes
totaling
$72,500
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brought against former U.S. Rep.
William Jefferson in 2009.

“It looks like a very tough case,”
Ciolino said. “Here, they may not
have admissions from the mayor,

° ’ : City at cost
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* Neither Solomon nor Home Depot, or any of its employees, has been charged with a crime in the Nagin case. The indictment does
not name Solomon, referring to him instead as "Businessman A," but sources with knowledge of the case have confirmed his identity.

LSU student says
she pays expenses,
tuition with money

BY KORAN ADDO
kaddo@theadvocate.com

Source: Staff research By EMMETT MAYER lll, Special to The Advocate
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Old Man Winter to revisit New ()rleans area

New cold front to linger, bring freezing rain Tuesday Willie Hen-

derson wraps
up one of
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Ashley, a 20-year-old LSU stu-
dent from Lafayette, has a secret.
While she waits tables to supple-
ment her college financial aid, she
also regularly flies out to Cali-
fornia to spend paid time with a

drop close to freezing Monday night

the two sego
on the south shore. &

palms in

“sugar daddy” she met on a web-
site created to help wealthier men
hook up with young people.

Ashley said the money she gets
from the more traditional sourc-
es doesn’t stretch far enough to
cover her tuition on top of her liv-
ing expenses. Tuition in Louisiana
has risen by 51 percent since she’s
been in school.

“I live off campus and I always

»See WEBSITE, page 4A

After a couple of days of sunshine
and nice weather, another cold front
will arrive in the New Orleans area
Monday night, sending temperatures
diving into the high 20s on the north
shore and producing rain, sleet and
possibly snow.

The front will move into the area dur-
ing the day Monday, bringing a good
chance of rain with it, according to Bob
Wagner, a forecaster with the National
Weather Service. Temperatures will

On Tuesday, Wagner said, a weather
system slicing across the northern
Gulf of Mexico will bring more pre-
cipitation into the area. He said the
system could cause sleet and freezing
rain in New Orleans and snow farther

north.

The National Weather Service has is-
sued a winter storm warning for south-
east Louisiana and southern Mississip-
pi for Tuesday and Tuesday night.

»See WINTER, page 4A

his daugh-
ter’s front
yard Friday
in Slidell.
Another
cold front is
expected to
drop tem-
peratures
into the 20s
on Monday.
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